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Week 49

THE GIFTS

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened

their gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. (Matthew 2:11-12)

The Wise Men came to Bethlehem with gifts-wonderful gifts.
There was gold, a royal gift, appropriate for one who is the
King of kings.

There was incense, a common tool of priests, indicating his
future priesthood. There was myrrh-expensive and used in a
variety of ways: perfumes, anointing oil, medicine, and
embalming. Jesus would be anointed with perfume; He would
be given wine mixed with myrrh while on the cross; He would
be buried with spices that included myrrh. The gifts were
appropriate.

We come to our Bethlehems bearing gifts.

e  Some are for dear ones to express our love for them.

e  Some will go to our favorite charities so they may do
their work of love to the least, the last, and the lost.

e  Some will go to our worshipping communities so they
may continue to express God's heart for His people.

But Mary and Joseph came to Bethlehem with the very best
gift of all.

They came with Jesus, the Christ, the Savior of the world.
They came with Him who is both true God and true man.

They bring to Bethlehem the Lamb of God who will take
away the sin of the world.

They bring to Bethlehem One who will be tempted even as
we are tempted, but does not sin.

They bring to Bethlehem One who will conquer death.

They bring to Bethlehem the very best gift of all-the gift of
life, peace, forgiveness, and hope.

It is the gift that means everything.

THE PRAYER:

O heavenly Father, you gave us the best
Christmas gift ever. We gladly join with the
angels, the shepherds, the Wise Men, and our
brothers and sisters around the world to
praise and glorify You. Please bless our
gifting. Amen.

http://www.adventdevotions.net/dailydevotions.asp?date=20081223

I Heard The Bells On

Christmas Day
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

I heard the bells
on Christmas day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
the words repeat
Of peace on earth,
good will to men.

And thought how,
as the day had come,
The belfries of all
Christendom
Had rolled along the
unbroken song
Of peace on earth,
good will to men.

Till ringing, singing on its way
The world revolved from
night to day,

A voice, a chime,

a chant sublime
Of peace on earth,
good will to men.

And in despair
I bowed my head
« .
There is no peace
on earth,” I said,
« .
For hate is strong and
mocks the song
Of peace on earth,
good will to men.”

Then pealed the bells
more loud and deep:
“God is not dead,
nor doth He sleep;
The wrong shall fail,
the right prevail
‘With peace on earth,
good will to men.”




