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Week 33
YOUR ADVOCATE
1John 2:2 NIV

He [Christ] is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for

ours but also for the sins of the whole world

When Mandy came to see me, she appeared to have her
life all together. She was a Christian who was very
active in her church. She had led her alcoholic father to
Christ on his deathbed. She was pretty, and she had a
nice husband and two wonderful children. But she had
attempted suicide at least three times.

"How can God love me?" Mandy sobbed. "I'm such a
failure."”

"Mandy, God loves you, not because you are lovable, but
because it is His nature to love you."”

"But I've tried to take my own life, Neil. How can God
overlook that?"

"lust suppose, Mandy, that your son grew despondent
and tried to take his own life. Would you love him any
less? Would you kick him out of the family? Would you
turn your back on him?"

"Of course not. 1'd feel sorry for him and try to love him
more."”

"Are you telling me that a perfect God isn't as good a
parent to you as you, an imperfect person, are to your
children?"

Mandy got the point. She began to realize that God, as a
loving parent, can overlook weaknesses and forgive sin.

God wants us to do good, of course. The apostle John
wrote: "I write this to you so that you will not sin." But
John continued by reminding us that God has already
made provision for our failure so His love continues
constant despite what we do: "But if anybody does sin,
we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for
the sins of the whole world" (1 John 2:1, 2 NIV).

One reason we doubt God's love is that we have an
adversary who uses every little offense to accuse us of
being good-for-nothings. But your advocate, Jesus
Christ, is more powerful than your adversary. He has

canceled the debt of your sins--past, present and future.

No matter what you do or how you fail, God has no
reason not to love you and accept you completely.

Visit Neil Anderson’s Daily In Christ at:
http://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/dailyinchrist/

God Knows Best

Our Father knows what's best for
us,
So why should we complain...
We always want the sunshine,
But He knows there must be rain.

We love the sound of laughter
And the merriment of cheer;
But our hearts would lose their
tenderness
If we never shed a tear.

Our Father tests us often
With suffering and with sorrow;
He tests us, not to punish us,
But to help us meet "tomorrow."

For growing trees are strengthened
When they withstand the storm;
And the sharp cut of the chisel
Gives the marble grace and form.

God never hurts us needlessly,
And He never wastes our pain;
For every loss He sends to us
Is followed by rich gain.

And when we count the blessings
That God has so freely sent;
We will find no cause for
murmuring
And no time to lament.

For Our Father loves His children,
And to Him all things are plain;
So He never sends us "pleasure”

When the "soul's deep need is pain."

So whenever we are troubled,
And when everything goes wrong,
It is just God working in us
To make "our spirits strong."

By Helen Steiner Rice

Prayer: Father in heaven, thank You for being my perfect parent, my haven of
security and trustworthiness, and the victor over my enemy.




