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Week 30

THE POWER TO CHOOSE
Joshua 24:15
Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve. . . . As

for me and my house, we will serve the LORD

Adam and Eve's sin also affected the area of their will. Do you
realize that in the Garden of Eden they could only make one
wrong choice? Everything they wanted to do was okay except
eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
(Genesis 2:16, 17). They had the possibility of making a
myriad of good choices and only one bad choice-- only one !

Eventually, however, they made that one bad choice. As a
result, you and I are confronted every day with a myriad of
good and bad choices. You can choose to pray or not pray,
read your Bible or not read your Bible, go to church or not go
to church. You can choose to walk according to the flesh or
according to the Spirit. You and I face countless choices like
that every day, and we eventually make some bad ones.

Other than the Holy Spirit in your life, the greatest power you
possess is the power to choose. Someone has said that pure
Christianity lies in the exercise of the will. The animal
kingdom operates out of divine instinct. But we are created in
the image of God, which means we have a self-operated,
independent will. The essence of temptation is to function
independently of God. The basis for temptation is legitimate
needs.

Sinful behavior is often a wrong attempt at meeting your basic
needs. The real issue here is are you going to get your needs
met by the world, the flesh and the devil, or are you going to
allow God to meet your needs "according to His riches in glory
in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19)?

It's an issue of identity and maturity. The more you understand
your identity in Christ, the more you will grow in maturity.
And the more mature you become, the easier it will be for you
to choose to live your life in dependence on your heavenly
Father.

Prayer: Lord, I determine to exercise my
great power of choice to live in moment-by-
moment dependence on You today.

Visit Neil Anderson’s Daily In Christ at:
http://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/dailyinchrist/
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Aspire To What Is Higher

Aspire to godly excellence
And wisdom for your life
For these have eternal value
And is the character of Christ

Why should we spend
more time
On what is only external?
Shouldn t we be feeding
our spirits?
For it’s our spirit that is
eternal

For there is far more value
In pursuing godly things
For with it our souls
shall prosper
And know eternal blessings

God wants to lift us up
To our full potential in Him
To rise above our limitations

And run the race to win

Don t let circumstances in life
Hold you back once more
For you can arise and
conquer it
As you trust in the living Lord

And as the Lord reveals to you
His purposes and His will
Know that He equips you for
Your destiny to fulfil

And He will be to you a friend
You can go to when in need
Just keep your eyes
focused on Him
And upon His word believe
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